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the Father Superior is now engaged in instructing
them. It is a great advantage that some one has
made a beginning, and that, too, a person of influ-
ence, as is Pierre 7siouendaentaka; he does not fail
to come every day to pray to God, and to hear Mass
on Feast days and Sundays. We hope that all his
family will soon follow his example. God be infi-
nitely blessed! It is a great consolation for us to
have such a Christian as he is, to make a public pro-
fession of our holy faith at a time when its most
adorable mysteries are looked upon with suspicion,
and those who preach them are regarded, more than
ever, as so many poisoners and sorcerers.

It is not only in this country that we have this
reputation, for these false reports have been carried
even to strange nations, who consider us as the mas-
ters and arbiters of life and death. Not long ago, an
Algonquin tribe that we call ‘““men of the raised
Hair”? sent a special embassy to us with presents,
to beg us to spare them in this general calamity, and
to regard [249] the affection that they bore us. We
explained to them that we could not receive these
offerings, that it was not to us they should address
themselves; that there was only one sovereign Lord
of life and of death, and that it was to him they
should have recourse; that this was the only remedy
we had used in our sickness, and we had found it
very efficacious. They returned very well satisfied,
with the determination to follow our advice. Never-
theless, the providence of God has, since then, per-
mitted them to be afflicted like the others, so that in
their village they count as many as seventy dead,
which gives them much to reflect upon. However,
after having investigated everything that they im-



